Hereditary motor and sensory neuropathy Lom type in an Italian Gypsy family.
We describe a form of hereditary motor and sensory neuropathy (HMSN) affecting four siblings in an Italian family of Gypsy ethnic origin with both clinical and pathological findings very reminiscent of the HMSN Lom type (HMSNL), recently described in a group of Bulgarian Gypsies. Genetic analysis demonstrated linkage to chromosome 8q24 and conserved haplotypes in the HMSNL region, thus confirming that this is the first Gypsy family outside the Balkans suffering from the same disorder.